
 

 

15 November 2023 

Opal Fibre Packaging Wodonga officially open for business 
Opal’s world class, $140 million corrugated cardboard packaging facility in Wodonga was off icially 
opened today, during National Recycling Week. 

Opal’s Wodonga facility, which utilises the latest advanced, high-speed packaging manufacturing 
technology, has a total footprint of approximately 55,000 square metres. The facility will process 
recycled and kraft paper from Opal’s Botany Mill in Sydney and Maryvale Mill in the Latrobe Valley. 

Opal has invested in Australia’s newest corrugating facility, which will produce packaging for a wide 
range of fresh produce, food processing, FMCG and manufacturing industries across Australia. The 
facility also features a highly automated materials and waste handling system.  

Mr Fumio Manoshiro, Chairman of Nippon Paper Industries Co., Ltd, off icially opened the Fibre 
Packaging facility by unveiling a special commemorative plaque made by the creative design team at 
Opal Specialty Packaging. Opal is a member of NIPPON PAPER GROUP, one of the world’s leading 
pulp and paper manufacturers. 

The Victorian Government also provided grant funding for the project, to support jobs in regional 
Victoria. 

Minister for Regional Development, Gayle Tierney, congratulated Opal on the opening of its new 
facility.  

“Our support for Opal’s new $140 million investment in Wodonga is a huge vote of confidence for 
creating new jobs and doing business right here in regional Victoria.   

“We’re thrilled to extend our congratulations to Opal for the opening of its new world class site which 
f irmly places Wodonga as a critical city for manufacturing, innovation and investment.”   

Over 450 direct and indirect workers were involved in the construction and machinery installation, 
with the majority from the local region. Aligned with Opal’s commitment to support regional 
employment, the site promotes a f lexible work model. This is Opal’s f irst site to implement this 
progressive way of working. Community word-of-mouth has played an important role in recruiting 
new team members, and the site is expected to support more than 400 direct and f low-on jobs on-
going.  

Opal is focussed on sustainable business practices and the site incorporates:  

• Water harvesting  

• Solar panels on the facility’s vast roof  

• Condensate recovery system, which recovers and reuses steam during the manufacturing 
process, which will reduce the site’s reliance on gas.  

Mr Chris Daly, Executive General Manager, Packaging, said it was appropriate that Opal was off icially 
opening its Fibre Packaging Wodonga site during National Recycling Week. 

“Our customers and the market are driving demand for cardboard packaging with recycled content, 
which in turn can be recycled when it has been used. 



 

 
 

“Opal’s Wodonga corrugating facility will be able to produce up to 720,000 square metres of high 
quality, Australian made cardboard packaging per day. That equates to approximately 100,000 
tonnes of f inished corrugated packaging a year. 

“We are delighted to share the off icial opening of Opal Fibre Packaging Wodonga with a number of 
key customers, representing some of Australia’s most recognised and iconic brands,” said Mr Daly. 

Opal operates an integrated value chain in recyclable cardboard packaging. Wodonga was 
specif ically selected based on its central location to the East Coast of Australia and will play a 
strategic role in servicing and growing Opal’s customer base.  

 

About Opal  
Opal is one of Australia and New Zealand’s largest packaging and paper businesses and is part of the 
NIPPON PAPER GROUP. We manufacture innovative fibre packaging and paper solutions and we are 
committed to a circular economy approach. We are focussed on providing our customers with products and 
solutions that replace non-recyclable and single-use plastic packaging. Opal has employees across Australia 
and New Zealand, and exports locally made products around the world. Our Vision is: Opal shapes the 
future through sustainable packaging www.opalanz.com 

Media enquiries:  

Sarah Harvie – External Communications Manager, Public Relations and Sustainability 
E: sarah.harvie@opalanz.com T: 0490 441 053 
 

 

 

A member of the Nippon Paper Group 
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